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Abstract
In 1910, the town of Gettysburg was a thriving, bustling place. The Civil War was long over, and the town had
begun to profit from tourists who wished to see the site of the famous battle. Business boomed. Merchants
moved in and out of buildings and young families set up housekeeping in their own homes, raising their
children and getting off to a running start in their chosen professions. There were cars in the streets next to the
old horse-drawn buggies and electricity had begun to replace the gas lamps and candles of the Victorian era.
For all that the town was growing rapidly, however, it was still subject to turn of the century problems.
Tuberculosis was still widespread and killed many people every year - indeed, lung diseases in general seem to
have plagued the country. Kidney disease was another concern, as were rats and other pests. On the whole,
Gettysburg was a town in transition -not yet firmly in the twentieth century, but no longer a part of the
nineteenth century either. [excerpt]
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Mapping Gettysburg: Baltimore Street in 1910 
By Danielle Hiss and Megan Gray 
In 1910, the town of Gettysburg was a thriving, bustling place. The Civil 
War was long over, and the town had begun to profit from tourists who wished to 
see the site of the famous battle. Business boomed. Merchants moved in and 
out of buildings and young families set up housekeeping in their own homes, 
raising their children and getting off to a running start in their chosen professions. 
There were cars in the streets next to the old horse-drawn buggies and electricity 
had begun to replace the gas lamps and candles of the Victorian era. For all that 
the town was growing rapidly, however, it was still subject to turn of the century 
problems. Tuberculosis was still widespread and killed many people every year 
- indeed, lung diseases in general seem to have plagued the country. Kidney 
disease was another concern, as were rats and other pests. On the whole, 
Gettysburg was a town in transition -not yet firmly in the twentieth century, but 
no longer a part of the nineteenth century either. 
In many cases, the people of Gettysburg lived, worked, celebrated, and 
were buried within the borough's modest limits. A holistic approach to the 
examination of the town at this time tends to yield the impression that nothing of 
note occurred in Gettysburg in 1910. When one chooses to narrow the scope of 
a quest for information, however, to a specific block or two of the borough, the 
stories available somehow become increasingly vibrant. Everyday activities begin 
to take on a surprising brilliance when viewed at the microscopic level. The 
historian can place h1m or herself into the shoes of the very individuals whose 
existence made the operation of Gettysburg possible, and can subsequently live 
vicariously through these ghosts of a time past. 
The western side of Baltimore Street was a bustling place in 1910. The 
first two blocks of this road, leading from the square, were taken up entirely by 
businesses. At the corner of Baltimore Street nearest the square, there was a 
dry goods store which stood next to a millinery shop. On the corner of the first 
block stood a tobacco shop, which was run by one George E. Stock. Outside the 
store stood a giant Indian, wh1ch became emblematic of the tobacco trade in the 
eighteen and nineteen hundreds. In the next block, there was a grocer's shop, a 
dentist (Dr. Stoutter) , a hardware store, a drug store, a butcher shop, another 
millinery shop, and a barber shop. 1 The hardware store was most likely run by 
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The George E. Stock Tobacco Store on Baltimore Street, circa. 1910 
Image courtesy of the Adams County Historical Society 
Postcard depicting Baltimore Street circa. 1910 
Image courtesy of the Adams County Historical Society 
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Image depicting church on Baltimore Street circa. 1910 
Image courtesy of the Adams County Historical Society 
Image depicting Baltimore Street circa. 1910 
Image courtesy of the Adams County Historical Society 
The authors would like to thank Dr. Michael Birkner for his guidance, 
and the wonderful staff of the Adams County Historical Society for all of 
their assistance. 
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33 The Gettysburg Times, 191 0- this was a generally run advertisement 
and can be easily found in almost any edition of the paper. 
"
4 Ibid., 1910. 
35 Ibid., 1910. 
"" Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912. 
37 The Gettysburg Times, Feb, 1910. 
38 There was in fact an auto accident on Baltimore Street- a Miss 
Stammers was hit while crossing the road in June of 1910- see 
Gettysburg Republican Compiler, Wednesday, June 15, 1910. There 
were also a number of cart accidents that year, including one that 
resulted in a fatality- see Star and Sentinel, December 7, 1910. 
39 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1907 and 1912. This was the Prince of 
Peace Church, at the corner of Baltimore and High Streets. 
10 Henry Eyster Jacobs, Early Gettysburg History: Town and College 
(Transcript of his journal, Courtesy of Gettysburg College Special 
Collections), 6. 
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